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refugee flows from Afghanistan represent the main 
challenges. In the priority provinces, the interaction 
with neighbouring Afghanistan is a key factor for 
social and economic development as well as a major 
source of insecurity.
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been active in Pakistan since 1966. 
In the 2012-2016 cooperation strategy, Switzerland 
focuses on the issues of promoting rural develop-
ment and strengthening local governance and hu-
man rights. Geographically the focus is placed on 
two provinces in north-western Pakistan, which are 
amongst the country’s poorest regions. Refugees 
and internally displaced people receive support from 
humanitarian aid activities.
To this end, Switzerland works closely with govern-
ment authorities at provincial, district and municipal 
levels and is involved in developing the capacities 
of local administrative structures. The aim is that all 
segments of population, especially women, gain ac-
cess to quality public services. Within the framework 
of the regional program Hindu Kush, a contribution 
is being made to the resolution of local conflicts by 
concentrating activities in two provinces in the bor-
der region.
Rural development: improving the living 
conditions of the rural population
Switzerland contributes towards improving the living 
conditions of the rural population through rural de-
velopment projects. Such initiatives which are aimed 
at enhancing income generation, adapting water 
systems to the consequences of climate change, 
or reconstructing rural infrastructure, improve the 
basic living conditions of disadvantaged groups in 
 particular. 
Traditional irrigation systems have been expanded 
with Swiss support and dams have been built to re-
duce the risk of flooding in north-western Pakistan. 
Swiss development cooperation in Pakistan 
contributes to peaceful coexistence and the eq-
uitable distribution as well as the sustainable 
management of natural resources for all pop-
ulation groups. Close collaboration with local 
government authorities is essential to achieve 
these goals. Rural development and humanitar-
ian efforts are priorities of the Swiss coopera-
tion. Switzerland is active primarily in two prov-
inces in the north-west of the country, which 
have close ties with Afghanistan. Due to this 
cross-border component, the Pakistan program 
is part of the regional program Hindu Kush.
Context 
Pakistan belongs to the group of middle income 
countries, but is ranked only 146th of the 187 na-
tions in the UNDP’s Human Development Index and 
is therefore classified amongst the least developed 
countries. Great social inequality exists in Pakistan, 
especially between urban and rural areas. The coun-
try struggles with various conflicts; the Kashmir con-
flict with India, violence between Sunnis and Shiites, 
attacks on government facilities and the army by 
the Pakistani Taliban, a high rate of criminality, and 
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Transversal themes: gender equality and 
conflict sensitivity 
Switzerland is committed to gender equality in Pa-
kistan as a cross-cutting theme. The gender policy 
is systematically implemented in all projects while 
adopting a conflict-sensitive approach throughout 
all activities in light of the unstable security situation 
and high levels of social tension.
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs, such as Helvetas Swiss Intercooper-
ation
 › International NGOs, such as the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme, South Asia Partnership Pa-
kistan 
 › Ministries
 › Multilateral organisations, such as the UNDP, 
World Bankk
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 18.5
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 3.4
Total 21.9
This has enabled farmers to improve their crop yields 
and 4,000 homes have been safeguarded against 
flooding and landslides. The local population has 
organised itself into water user committees to man-
age water resources more effectively and to avoid 
conflicts.
Local governance and the protection of 
human rights
Switzerland is active in the field of local govern-
ance in Pakistan and aims to ensure the protection 
of human rights, especially those of disadvantaged 
groups, such as women and children. 
In Malakand district, Switzerland endeavours to 
strengthen the rule of law and supports a mobile 
court and a forensics training centre, as well as legal 
aid centres in cooperation with the provincial gov-
ernment. In 2013, 14 grants and 9 internships for 
women were made available to increase the propor-
tion of women in the legal system.  
Humanitarian aid: disaster risk reduction
As part of its humanitarian aid efforts, Switzerland 
has been active in the Swat Valley and the district 
of Charsadda since the 2010 flooding, rebuilding 
schools, hospitals and drinking water supply systems.
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland works closely with various multilateral 
organisations in Pakistan. Amongst others, it sup-
ports a World Bank project concerning water and 
sanitation facilities as well as a United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP) initiative aimed at 
improving the legal system.
Facts and Figures (Source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  796'095 km2
Population     176.745 million 
Annual population growth (since 1990)    1.8%
Life expectancy women/men    66.4 /64.5 years
Illiteracy rate women/men   59.7 / 31.4%
Per capita GDP  1'189 USD
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